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GEORGE NEVILLE, BISHOP OF EXETER, and subsequently Archbishop of York, 
the youngest surviving brother of Richard Neville, Earl of Warwick, was a cul-
tured, educated man who, like many leading clerics of his day, pursued a political 
career in tandem with his ecclesiastical career.' Many facets of his life,2  his career 
and his house, the More in Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire,3  have been studied. 
However, as Roberto Weiss observed in 1967, whereas some of the men in Neville's 
service, such as John Shirwood, later bishop of Durham, and a fellow of Balliol 
named `Bulkie' had already been identified, a 'knowledge of the personnel of 
Neville's householdwould be of considerable interest' but nformation concern-
ing this has so far been denied to us'.4  More than forty years later, still nothing has 
been published about his household either when bishop or archbishop. Unlike the 
household accounts of William Worsley, Dean of St Paul's Cathedral, those of 
George Neville have not survived and so any reconstruction of the management 
or staffing of his household is impossible.5  The survival, therefore, of two brief 
probate records, which furnish small insights into his establishment whilst residing 
at the More, is somewhat fortuitous. 

' His papal provision to the see of Exeter was dated 4 February 1456 and he was translated to the arch-
bishopric of York on ts March 1465, E. B. Fryde, D. E. Greenway, S. Porter and I. Roy, eds, Handbook of 
British Chronology, 3rd edn, London 1986, p. 247. 

2  The most detailed study of Neville's ecclesiastical career, which corrects some earlier errors, remains 
unpublished: G.I. Keir, The Ecclesiastical Career of George Neville, 1432-76', B.Litt. dissertation, 
University of Oxford, 1970. For published biographies, see, for example, S. Lee, ed., 'Neville, George 
(1433?-1476)', Dictionary of National Biography, vol. 40, London 1894,  PP.253-57; A.B. Emden, 'Neville, 
George', A Biographical Register of the University of Oxford to AD 1500, 3 vols, vol. a, Oxford 1957-59, pp. 
1347-1349; R. Weiss, Humanism in England during the 15th Century, 3'd edn., Oxford 1967, chapter 9, 
`George Neville and his circle'; M. Hicks, 'Neville, George (1432-1476)', Oxford Dictionary of National 
Biography, Oxford 2004 (online edn, Jan 2008). For studies of the middle years of the 15th century, see, 
for example, C.L. Scofield, The life and reign of Edward the Fourth, 2 vols., London 1923; C. Ross, Edward 
IV, London 1974; M.A. Hicks, Rabe, fleeting, peljur'd Clarence:- George, Duke of Clarence, 449-78,  rev. 
edn, Bangor 1992; R.A. Griffiths, The Reign of King Henry VI, 2ad edn., Stroud 1998. 

3  H. Falvey, 'The More: Archbishop George Neville's Palace in Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire', The 
Ricardian, vol. 9 (1991-93), pp. 290-302, esp. pp.292-96. A subsequent article revised some of the earlier 
findings and added further information from recently discovered documents but this article was not 
directly concerned with the period covered by Neville's tenancy, H. Falvey, The More revisited', The 
Ricardian, vol. 18 (2008), pp. 92-99. 

4  Weiss, Humanism in England p. 143, emphasis added. 
5  H. Kleineke and S.R. Hovland, eds, The Estate and Household Accounts ofWilliam Worsley, Dean of St 

Paul's Cathedral 1479-1497,  Richard III and Yorkist History Trust, Donington zoos. This includes an intro-
duction about the life and career of Worsley and biographical details of individuals mentioned in the 
accounts. 
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Among the entries in the published index of wills held at Hertford are references 
to two men, Peter Arstok and Thomas Shorthouse, both of whom died in early 
1472 and were apparently from 'Moor Park, Rickmansworth'.6  Since, according 
to the index, their probate documents described them as being of the park at the 
More, it would be reasonable to suppose that these men were keepers in the exten-
sive park there; after all, the original charter, dated 28 July 1426, licensing William 
Flete and others to build at the More, also licensed them to `empark 600 acres of 
land in wood in Rikmersworth and Watford'.7  The original probate records, 
however, reveal something quite different. These are not individual documents 
but entries in one of the probate registers of the archdeaconry of St Albans and are 
both on the recto of folio 7 of the second register, known as the Walyngford' reg-
ister. From the microfilm copy of the register, which is written in Latin, it is clear 
that the words 'Moor Park' are not mentioned on folio 7. The entries actually say 
(in translation) that the two men were members of the lord archbishop of York's 
household.8 

The two entries in the register, which are consecutive, are not wills but notes of 
administration; thus it is likely that both men died intestate. In each case the 
archdeacon's court appointed another man to administer their goods. As is to be 
expected, there is no indication in the register of what those goods comprised, nor 
of their value. Translations of the entries in the register are as follows: 

30 January 1471, administration of the goods of Peter Arstok, of the household of the 
lord archbishop of York, dying at Rykm [er]sworth, was committed to William 
Singylton, clerk, etc 
8 February 1471, administration of the goods of Thomas Shorthouse, of the house-
hold of the lord archbishop of York, dying at Ryk', was committed to Thomas 
Tewson, clerk, etc 

Folio 7 is headed `A[nn]o d[omi] ni Mill [esi]mo CCCCm° lxxj', that is, 1471 (old 
style), thus these notes of administration were actually produced in January and 
February 1472. 

Sometime after 1460, George Neville, then bishop of Exeter, had acquired the 
More. 9  He resided there periodically and he was present there in November 1462, 
when he wrote a letter from 'the manoire of the Moore' to the mayor of London, 

6  B. Crawley, ed., Wills at Hertford 1415-1858, British Record Society, London 2007, p. 17 (Arstock [sic] 
— Arstok in the original); p. 493 (Shorthouse). The repository is known as Hertfordshire Archives and 
Local Studies. 

7  CPR 1422-29, p. 351. In fact, the 15th-century house on the site was built eventually by Ralph Butler, 
Lord Sudeley, who held the manor after Flete, Falvey, The More revisited', pp. 93-95. 

8  Thus it was the editor of the published index who, knowing that Neville resided at Rickmansworth 
from time to time, added the location 'Moor Park, Rickmansworth'. It would have been less misleading 
to have given 'the More, Rickmansworth', but perhaps editorial policy dictated that modern place-names 
should be supplied. The place-name 'Moor Park' has not been found in any local records before the late 
sixteenth century, J.E.B. Gayer, A. Mawer and F.M. Stenton, The Awe-Names ofHertfirdshire, Cambridge 
1938, p. 81. 

9  Falvey, 'The More', p. 292. 

56 



Some Members of the Household of George Neville, Archbishop of York 

Thomas Cook.1° Neville's political career was closely linked to that of his brother, 
the earl of Warwick, and their machinations were such that the two men fell inter-
mittently in and out of favour with Edward IV. On it April 1471, Edward had 
Henry VI and Neville, now archbishop, placed in the Tower of London. On 19 
April, following Edward's victory at the battle of Barnet, Neville was pardoned and 
on 4 June he was released from the Tower.11  Later that year he celebrated the 
twelve days of Christmas at the More. For part of the festive period he was joined 
there by Sir John Paston, who wrote to tell his mother that 'be ffor Twelthe [day] 
I come to my Lorde Archebysshope wher I have hadde as greete cheer, and ben as 
welkom as I cowde devyse; 	Wretyn att the Moor the viij day off Janever 
[1472]'.12  Peter Arstok and Thomas Shorthouse died at the More soon after this, 
early in 1472. 

Various records indicate dates when Neville was at the More; for example, 
entries in the chronicles of St Alban's Abbey, the Paston Letters, and his episcopal 
registers. These two entries in the Walyngford register are rather different because 
they provide the names of members of his household who were present there. The 
Latin construction indicates that they were members of his household who hap-
pened to die at Rickmansworth, rather than that they were members of the 
Rickmansworth household who had died." This subtle difference indicates that 
they were not local men; indeed there are no other testators with either surname 
listed in the index of wills held at Hertford." Nor have any other references to 
either Arstok or Shorthouse been located. It is possible that they were clerics but 
it appears that neither attended the universities of Oxford or Cambridge; nor did 
either William Singylton, clerk (i.e., cleric), Arstok's administrator, or Thomas 
Tewson, clerk, Shorthouse's administrator.' 5  However, some aspects of Singlyton's 
status and career are known: he was Neville's chaplain, and in August 1470 Neville 
had nominated him to the rectory of `Stanmer Magna' (Great Stanmore, 
Middlesex), which is about six miles from Rickmansworth. Neville's letter nomi-
nating Singylton concludes (in translation): 'Given under our seal, at our manor 
of La Moore, near Rikmanysworthe, situated in the diocese of Lincoln, on 20 

August, 1470 AD'.16  Although the two notes of administration recorded in the 

10  M.L. Kekewich, C. Richmond, A.F. Sutton, L. Visser-Fuchs and J.L. Watts, eds, The Politics of 
Fifteenth Century England: John Vale's Book, Richard III and Yorkist History Trust, Stroud 1995, p. 171. 

11  Events summarised in Falvey, The More', p. 295. 
12  J. Gairdner, ed., The Paston Letters, 6 vols, reprinted Gloucester 1986, vol. 5, pp. 130-531, letter 795, 

from Sir John Paston to his mother, Margaret Paston, dated 8 January [1472]. 
13  As always, thanks to Lesley Boatwright for clarifying the meaning of the Latin. 
14  Most of Hertfordshire was in the diocese of Lincoln but some parishes in the east of the county were 

in the diocese of London. Wills at Hertford lists probate records relating to the parishes in the former; 
probate records from the latter are listed in F.G. Emmison, ed., Wills at Chelmsford (Essex and East 
Hertfordshire), vol. 1, moo-1619, vol. 2, 1620-1720, vol. 3, 1721-1858, British Record Society, London 1958, 
1961, 1969. Neither surname appears in the Hertfordshire parishes covered by the Essex volumes. 

15  None of the four men can be found in either A.B. Emden, A Biographical Register of the University 
of Cambridge to 1500, Cambridge 1963, or Emden, Biographical Register of the University of Oxford 

H.T. Riley, ed., Registra quorundam abbatum monasterii S. Albani, qui seculo XVmo. floruere, vol. 2, 
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Walyngford Register are not mines of information, they do provide the names of 
two members of George Neville's household who died at Rickmansworth, and of 
the two men who were given the task of administering their goods. Thus a little 
of the information desired by Weiss is now available. 

Just a few months after the deaths of Arstok and Shorthouse, the More was con-
fiscated by Edward IV. Neville had been arrested and impeached for high treason 
as a result of plotting with the earl of Oxford, and at the end of April 1472 the 
former was exiled first to Calais, and then Hammes castle, English-held lands in 
France." The aftermath of Neville's disgrace is described by a somewhat bewil-
dered Sir John Paston, in a letter to his brother John, dated 3o April 1472, wherein 
he draws attention to the dispersal of Neville's household and of those clerics and 
learned men in his service: 

Also my Lorde Archebysshope was browt to the Towr on Saterday at nyght, and on 
Mondaye, at mydnyght, he was conveyd to a schyppe, and so in to the see, and as 
yitt I can nott undrestande whedyr he is sent, ner whatt is fallyn off hym; men seye, 
that he hathe offendyd, but as John Forter seyethe, some men sey naye; but all hys 
meny ar dysparblyd [dispersed], every man hys weye; and som that ar greete klerkys, 
and famous doctors of hys, goo now ageyn to Cambrygge to scoolle." 

Arstok and Shorthouse died before their master's final downfall but Tewson and 
Singylton would have had to go their own way, although the latter did hold the 
rectory of Great Stanmore and so had some means of support independent of the 
archbishop. Neither Tewson nor Singylton, nor Arstok and Shorthouse had they 
lived, would have been among Neville's great clerks and famous doctors who 
returned to Cambridge, for those four had never attended that university and were 
among the more humble of 'hys meny'. 

Registra JohannisWhethamstede,Willelmi Alban, it Willelmi Walingforde, abbatum monasterii Sancti Albani, 
cum appendice, continente quasdam epistolas, a Johann Whethamstede conscriptas, Rolls Series, London 1872- 
73, PP. 91-93• 

17  Events summarised in Falvey, The More', p. 296. 
18  Gairdner, ed., The Parton Letters, vol. 5, pp. 136-137, letter 800, from Sir John Paston to his brother, 

John Paston, dated 3o April 1472. 
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